
Jar with a modelled human figure

Not on display

Title/Description: Jar with a modelled human figure

Born: 1000 - 0100

Object Type: Vessel

Materials: Earthenware

Measurements: h. 171 x w. 170 x d. 175 mm

Accession Number: 773

Historic Period: 11th-2nd century BC

Production Place: Ecuador, South America, The Americas

Cultural Group: Chorrera

Credit Line: Purchased with support from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury, 1980

This circular pottery jar stands upon three small feet and has a circular neck. A human figure has
been modelled and appears to come out of one side of the jar. Only the head, arms and feet have
been sculpted. The right arm is drawn towards the face with the hand resting on the right cheek
whereas the left arm rests upon the side of the jar. Facial features have been roughly modelled and
incised lines define the feet.

Surrounding the figure the jar has been decorated with an abstract pattern formed using incised
lines. A red glaze has been applied to most of the jar apart from the face of the figure and the area
surrounding it which are yellow in colour. A black deposit appears in areas on the surface and a few
chips can be found revealing the colour of the material underneath.

Description from Hannah Thomas, from the Artworld catalogue entries on the VADS online digitised
museum records website

https://vads.ac.uk/digital/collection/ARTWORLD/id/103/rec/1

https://vads.ac.uk/digital/collection/ARTWORLD/id/103/rec/1


Provenance
Purchased by the Sainsbury Centre, University of East Anglia from John Stokes, New York, on the
advice of Robert Sainsbury in 1980 out of income from the Sainsbury Purchasing Fund.


