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Title/Description: Torso

Born: 2000 BC - 1000 BC

Object Type: Figure, Fragment

Materials: Earthenware

Measurements: h. 117 x w. 150 x d. 32 mm

Accession Number: 973

Historic Period: Jomon period (Late) (c. 2000-1000 BCE)

Production Place: Asia, East Asia, Japan

This solid reddish-grey torso is flat at the back and has curving grooved decoration on both sides.
There is a low swelling at the nape of the neck. The breasts are separated by a Y-shaped ridge, some
of the upper parts of which have flaked off, suggesting it was an applied element, rather than one
moulded from the solid clay. The central part of the ridge, which has marks probably made with a
long fingernail or split bamboo stick, terminates in a thick band around the hips. This may represent
a belt or bunched clothing, although a small rectangular hole in the centre is in the correct position
for a navel.

Entry taken from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection 3 volume catalogue, edited by Steven Hooper
(Yale University Press, 1997).


