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Keith Vaughan said, ‘I paint male nudes because I know what it feels like to be a man’, and in this
painting, he makes visible the complexity of masculine identities. Notice the body language and gaze
of the figures. They stand as a group yet appear disconnected from one another.

Although the painting perhaps depicts a psychological distance between the figures, Vaughan has
also created a space for masculinities to assemble. The art historian Gregory Salter has linked
Vaughan’s photography of his gay friends outdoors in erotic poses during the 1930s, with his painted
nude figures in landscapes.

Vaughan described himself as ‘...a member of the criminal class’. His diaries explore and document
his sexuality during a time when it was illegal to be homosexual. In this work painted in 1952,
despite their differences, Vaughan’s group of male nudes command attention and say, ‘we are here’.
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