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A display celebrating the life and work 
of Alfred Cohen now on show at the Sainsbury Centre 

 
 

Alfred Cohen, St. Paul’s West View, 1960, Oil on board, Gift of the Alfred Cohen Art 
Foundation © Sainsbury Centre 

 

Alfred Cohen 
From 12 October 2020 in the Sainsbury Centre East End Gallery 

 
High Resolution images available for download: https://bit.ly/2I2KhQx 

 

The Sainsbury Centre’s East End Gallery showcases works by Alfred Cohen, marking his 
centenary year. Celebrating the life and work of this acclaimed painter and remarkable 
colourist, the free display features artworks that map out important places and milestones 
from Cohen’s lifetime. From the ports of France, to the idyllic seaside town of Southwold, 
this selection of Cohen’s work from the Sainsbury Centre Collection highlights his fascination 
with coastal landscapes, aerial viewpoints and the theatrical Commedia dell’Arte, a form of 
theatre originating from Italy. 

 
Born to Latvian-Jewish émigré parents in Chicago, Cohen moved to Europe after the 
Second World War. In the 1950s he immersed himself in the Parisian art world, 
experimenting with the abstract approaches to colour associated with the Tachism 
movement. During this period, Cohen began travelling to the Channel coast to paint the 
ports. 
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Cohen moved to London in 1960, where he continued to be fascinated by the effects of light 
on water. The large canvases, which he exhibited for his Aspects of the Thames exhibition in 
London in 1961 were acclaimed by critics. He became well known for his striking aerial 
views of the city, which he sketched from the top of some of London’s tallest constructions, 
including Tower Bridge and Millbank Tower. 

 
Cohen painted a popular series of works inspired by the Italian theatrical tradition of 
Commedia dell’Arte, featuring portraits of Punch and Harlequin figures, which were exhibited 
at the Brook Street Gallery in London in 1963. In this period, Cohen moved out of London to 
Kent, where he focused on heavily worked landscape paintings. 

 
In 1978 Cohen moved to Wighton in North Norfolk where he converted a former 
schoolhouse into a studio, a print workshop and an art gallery. He continued painting, 
drawing, etching and producing screenprints until his death in 2001. In 2016, the Alfred 
Cohen Art Foundation generously donated eight paintings to the Sainsbury Centre and 
these works form the core of this display. 

 
Alfred Cohen, on display from 12 October 2020 
FREE to visit in the Sainsbury Centre East End Gallery 
No need to book in advance 
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Exhibition Information 

 
Alfred Cohen 
From 12 October 2020 
FREE to visit in our East End Gallery 
Visit sainsburycentre.ac.uk or call 01603 593199 (Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm) for visitor 
enquiries. 

 
About Alfred Cohen 

 
The American artist Alfred Cohen (1920-2001) won a fellowship in 1949 on graduation from 
the Art Institute of Chicago to come to Europe for a year. He never left, studying and living in 
Paris and Germany before moving to London in 1960. 
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Cohen’s work moved between the European figurative tradition and emerging American 
abstract expressionism, exploring motifs including the French coast, breath-taking 
panoramas of the river Thames, haunting figures from the Commedia dell’Arte, and 
intensely  coloured, richly textured landscapes ablaze with light and colour. His 
exhibitions in Paris and London were critically acclaimed and sold well. Film stars, 
directors and producers collected his pictures. 

 
Cohen’s work has been acquired by over 50 public collections including the Arts Council, the 
Ben Uri Collection, the British Council, the Fitzwilliam Museum, the Government Art 
Collection, the Jerwood Collection, the Norwich Castle Museum and Art Gallery, Pallant 
House Gallery, and the Sainsbury Centre for the Visual Arts, University of East Anglia. 

 
alfredcohen.org 

 
About the Sainsbury Centre 

 
The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts is one of the most important public university art 
galleries in Britain. It was founded in 1973 at the University of East Anglia (UEA) with the 
support of one of the nation’s great philanthropic families, Sir Robert and Lady Sainsbury, 
who donated their extraordinary art collection which includes works dating from prehistory to 
the late 20th century from across the globe. A radical new building by Norman Foster was 
designed to house the collection and was his first public work. 

 
The Sainsbury Centre holds one of the most impressive art collections outside of the 
national institutions. It includes a significant number of works by modern masters of 
European art such as Pablo Picasso, Edgar Degas, Alberto Giacometti, Henry Moore, 
Francis Bacon, Jacob Epstein, Jean Arp, Chaïm Soutine and Amedeo Modigliani. There are 
major holdings from Oceania, Africa, the Americas, Asia, the ancient Mediterranean cultures 
of Egypt, Greece and Rome, as well as Medieval Europe. Alongside these permanent 
collections, it hosts a range of exhibitions in the largest suite of temporary exhibitions 
galleries in Eastern England. 

 
sainsburycentre.ac.uk 


