SAINSBURY
CENTRE

this is one of a
series of resources
looking at different

vessels in the
Sainsbury Centre’s
Collections

Head
of an

Content: Kate Munro Editing: Becca Sturgess Design: Annie Brundrit 1



SAINSBURY
CENTRE

.

X
\ %)
.&ﬁ@&

e
Maybe use thes : :
qqutions to guide you:

How heavy do You think it jg» _
How do yoy think it woulg feel to touch?
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- What is this person thinking
and feeling? ' % '

.'flwho;are'they looking at?
~Is it you, or someone else?
that ¢ou}d4they,bevsaying?

fAreftheyfhaving.a l
- conversation? :
~What is it about?
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_Headref”an'Oba = thlS is- the Tltle or !7}.f"h
7 Descrlptlon of the object. _ : =
.;Afrlca ngerla Benin C1ty < The Productlon
Place is: where the object. was made, A
in-as much detall as pOSSlble LT g
‘1500- 1550 - this is the date the object was made.
Brass, Iron - the Materlal the object ‘was made |
'from; perhaps suggesting how it was made too
Acqulred 1966 - the date that this vessel was
given- to, or bought by, the UEA. -
UEA 232 - 31l of the objects in the Salnsbury
Centre S collections have an Acce381on Number

keep records

nd helps you
ach of them, at o ine

This allows us to

about e
to find out more abou

https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/art-and-objects/
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powerful and

g A9 ; Benin was @ hub
m S L2 3 rtant trading
\\\Bé;in\*" 2, ;:izeen Europe angoAfrlca
f\»"ﬂ‘gd/w(/ { NS until the late 1800s.
’//\M;/\ \fnxgern(iﬂ s /}\\/\f /\\
RS ' { ... < The head was originally part of an
: Y| /. ( | ancestral altar to honour a deceased
T ¥/ male Oba (king), probably Ozolua who
s . | died in 1504, or perhaps his son
L [t Esigie who died in 1547.
oy &S
iy Y ghly stylised

hi
istic-looking portralt head is a hnil

Oba represented in his prime.

e high level of s
ftsmen 1in Benin

This real
depiction of the kill
® an example of th achieved.

s
The sculpture . hich the top cra

and sophlstlcatlon \

Oover 1000 years ago,

West Africans

smelted copper
and zinc to
make brass

In February 1897 the city of
Benin was attacked and destroyed
by the British military. The Oba
was exiled, and the royal palace
was looted.

More then 2500 important religious and memorial sculptures
were shipped to the UK, and are now in museum collections
across Europe and the USA.
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Photos -
Pete Hugging

Sainsbury Centre online catalogue:
https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/art-and-objects/232-head-of-an-oba/
Sainsbury Centre podcast:

https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/new-perspectives/

VADS:

https://vads.ac.uk/digital/collection/ARTWORLD/id/54/rec/1

Hooper, S. and Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts (1997)
Catalogue to the Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection.
New Haven: Yale University Press in association with UEA.

Mack, John (ed.) (2005) Africa, Arts and Cultures.
London. The British Museum

https://www.britishmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Benin art Nov2015.pdf

_Words that may be ‘new . to you-»
Alloy —: i new metal made by m1x1ng two Or more
S metals, to make St stronger or last longer.
Smeltlng - the extraction of metal from REER ore by.
a process involving heatlng and meltlng
Casting - an object made by pouring molten metal
or other material into a mould.



https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/art-and-objects/232-head-of-an-oba/
https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/new-perspectives/
https://vads.ac.uk/digital/collection/ARTWORLD/id/54/rec/1
https://www.britishmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Benin_art_Nov2015.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brass
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- Then add colour using watercolour,
inks, and/or oil pastels.

- Your colour doesn’t need to stay
within the lines.





