
              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New music to bring world-class art museum collection to 

life 
 
Björk collaborator Matthew Herbert and Friendly Fires lead singer Ed 
Macfarlane among names creating new compositions for the artworks that 
inspire them. 
 
A new project connecting art and music is set to help bring a world-class art 
museum’s collection to life.  
 
In this collaboration between the Sainsbury Centre and Sound and Music entitled 
SoundEscapes, ten of the UKs most exciting composers have been invited to create 
a new composition that can help capture the essence of a work of art in the Centre’s 
collection. With artworks spanning 6000 years up to the present day, and including 
all mediums, the collection is one of the finest in the UK and a celebration of the 
power of human creativity. 
 
Director of the Sainsbury Centre, Jago Cooper, said: “Imagine your favourite film, or 
the best party you have ever been to and take away the music. What would that 
experience have been like without its soundtrack? That’s how visiting an art museum 
can feel like.”  

Tamsin Elliot playing the accordion to Ossip Zadkine’s The Accordion Player, 

1918, at the Sainsbury Centre. Photo: Kate Wolstenholme 



 
“Music has the power to transform that silent canvas into an emotional landscape, 
elevating the visual experience into a multisensory masterpiece. Just as a film score 
breathes life into its scenes, music can set the tone for an unforgettable encounter 
with art. That is why we are so excited to be working with the wonderful Sound and 
Music organisation” 
 
Long-standing collaborator of Björk, Matthew Herbert, will work with vocalist Momoko 

Gill to create a new composition. There will also be new work from Ed Macfarlane, 

the lead singer of two-time Brit Award nominated band, Friendly Fires. 

Joining these music creators are a cohort of young, emerging and established 

composers from across Sound and Music’s community.   

With these compositions, each object in the collection will be able to better tell its life 
story and engage with audiences in a new and dynamic way, all through the power 
of music. 
 
Launching on 6 December 2024, the compositions will be able to be heard across 
the world via the Sainsbury Centre website, and experienced physically in the 
museum next to the artworks that inspired them. 
 
Following the Sainsbury Centre’s Living Art relaunch, there have been many ways 
for people to meet art in a more personal and emotional way in the museum. There 
is no better way of doing that than with the power of music. 
 
CEO of Sound and Music, Will Dutta, said: “We are thrilled to partner with the 
Sainsbury Centre whose visionary approach to engaging with art resonates deeply 
with our own.  

“Composers and music creators have long turned to visual art to intensify their own 
musical expression. Now this project enables composers to apply their creativity in 
new contexts while giving sound to the complexity and intimacy of some of the 
Centre’s finest art objects to bring the viewer’s encounter closer still.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 
HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 
 
The Sainsbury Centre is a world-class art museum with a unique perspective on 
how art can foster cultural dialogue and exchange. Following a radical relaunch in 
2023 the Sainsbury Centre is the first museum in the world to formally recognise the 
living lifeforce of art, enabling people to build relationships across an arts landscape. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0yq9uei3uzhjjaphh8778/AHXpzsMdS8fI-VmsQ-zUPRg?rlkey=2xdrn92hnd1ucq26va7yr3j3m&st=tqaq8q8o&dl=0


The art of the Sainsbury Centre is able to help reframe and answer the most 
important questions people have in their lives. It is not a museum to only learn more 
about artists, cultures or movements like Francis Bacon, the Tang Dynasty or 
Modernism, it is a place of experience, where collections are animate, and visitors 
are emotionally connected.  
 
One of the first museums in the world to display art from all around the globe and 
from all time periods equally and collectively, Sir Robert and Lady Lisa Sainsbury 
created one of the most sought after yet non-conformist art collections. In 1973 they 
donated their collection, which transcended traditional barriers between art, 
architecture, archaeology and anthropology, to the UEA, and created an entirely new 
type of museum. Housed in Sir Norman Foster’s revolutionary first ever public 
building, the space aimed for an interactive relationship between people, object and 
landscape, where art was placed within an open yet intimate ‘living area’. 
 
Visit sainsburycentre.ac.uk or call 01603 593199  
 
Follow @sainsburycentre on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram   
 
 
Sound and Music is the UK’s charity for new music and sound. The charity’s 
mission is to be the base camp for anyone in the UK who wants to make, 
experience, or support new music and sound to shape the modern world. It delivers 
artist-centred development programmes and essential funding to young, emerging, 
and established artists breaking new ground across music-making in the UK. It leads 
research, campaigns, networks, archives and collections to further originality, 
discovery and equity within music.  
 
For over 15 years Sound and Music has worked with thousands of music creators 
and hundreds of organisations to boost musical creativity, careers, cultures and 
communities; progressing inclusion and representation within new music in the UK.  
 
Visit soundandmusic.org  
 

Follow Sound and Music on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, INTERVIEWS AND IMAGES 
Kate Wolstenholme 
PR and media officer at the Sainsbury Centre 
 
Email: k.wolstenholme@uea.ac.uk 
Phone: 01603 592470 
Mobile: 07887 930358 
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